
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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19 Sunday in Ordinary Time  -- August 8, 2021 
“I will raise him on the last day.”  If you believe in the 
Giver of the call, you can hope to be true to it.  Will you 
follow Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?  
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email: 
vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

August 8th  - August 15th 

 
Saturday  

5:00 pm: Patrick J. Kearney (Family) 
   

Sunday  
8:30am: Pascual, Esperanza + Jose Maldonado 

(Gallagher/Perez Family) 
 

10:30am: Marie Scherne(Barbara + Jack Govdas) 
Marie Reed (Calbera Family) 

Michael J. Gomez (Dickson Family) 
 

12:30pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 
 

Monday 
Bernie Salvador (The Stahl Family) 

 
Tuesday 

Santo Costanza (John + Susan)  
 

Wednesday 
Sabas Badillo (Carol + Margaret) 

 
Thursday 

Jenny Rayder 
 

Friday 

Alice M. Rayder 
 

Saturday 

8:30am: Charles J. Rayder and 
Mel Goldenberg (Bascetta Family) 

 
5:00 pm: Francesco Cannova (Family) 

 
Collection for August 1, 2021 

 E-Giving: $1,487.50 
Collection: $5,116.00 

Total: $6,603.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  American Martyrs. 

Remember in your Prayers 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang 
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo,  Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath,  
Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi,  Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, Ernie Libasci, 
Mike Tramonte, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Ed Wilm, Richard Pegron, Paul Landau, Richard Matera and Eleanor Kelly   

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are  
Offered in Thanksgiving the gift of 

Fr. Dominic 

 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Are Offered in  

Thanksgiving for  
the Catechists of  

American Martyrs 

 
 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL  
DEPARTED OF  

AMERICAN MARTYRS  
  
 

MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
 
 

This Weeks Altar Flowers 
in Honor of the 

Catholic War Veterans of 
American Martyrs  

  



 

 

 
Bits and Pieces from Mike and Mike, Newly Retired from Building House Decks 

 
Dear People of God, Summer is moving much too quickly! Life moves much too quickly and we often procrastinate. The following 
(author unknown) is truly profound. Read and pass it on.  
 

Tombstones Don't Talk Back 
 

Too many people put off something that brings them joy just because they haven't thought about it, don't have it on their schedule, 
didn't know it was coming or are too rigid to depart from their routine.  
 
I got to thinking one day about all those people on the Titanic who passed up dessert at dinner that fateful night in an effort to cut 
back. From then on, I've tried to be a little more flexible.  
 
I cannot count the times I called my sister and said, "How about going to lunch in half hour?" She would stammer, "I can't. I have 
clothes on the line. My hair is dirty. I wish I had known yesterday. I had a late breakfast, it looks like rain," and my personal favorite: 
"It's Monday.” She died a few years ago. We never did have lunch together.  
 
Because Americans cram so much into their lives, we tend to schedule our headaches. We live on a sparse diet of promises we make 
to ourselves when all the conditions are perfect!  
 
We'll go back and visit the grandparents when we get Steve toilet trained. We'll entertain when we replace the living room carpet. 
We'll go on a second honeymoon when we get two more kids out of college.  
 
Life has a way of accelerating as we get older. The days get shorter, and the list of promises to ourselves get longer. One morning, 
we awaken, and all we have to show for our lives is a litany of "I'm going to,” “I plan on,” and "Someday, when things are settled 
down a bit."  
 
When anyone calls my "seize the moment" friend, she is open to adventure and available for trips. She keeps an open mind on new 
ideas. Her enthusiasm for life is contagious. You talk with her for five minutes, and you're ready to trade your bad feet for a pair of 
Rollerblades and skip an elevator for a bungee cord.  
 
My lips have not touched ice cream in ten years. I love ice cream. It's just that I might as well apply it directly to my stomach with a 
spatula and eliminate the digestive process. The other day, I stopped the car and bought a triple-decker. If my car had hit an iceberg 
on the way home, I would have died happy.  
 
Now..... go on and have a nice day. Do something you WANT to.... not something on your SHOULD DO list. If you were going to 
die soon and had only one phone call you could make, who would you call and what would you say? And why are you waiting?  
Have you ever watched kids playing on a merry go round or listened to the rain lapping on the ground? Ever followed a butterfly's 
erratic flight or gazed at the sun into the fading night? Do you run through each day on the fly? When you ask, “How are you?" Do 
you hear the reply? 
 
When the day is done, do you live in your bed with the next hundred chores running through your head? Ever told a child, “We’ll do 
it tomorrow" and in your haste, not see their sorrow? Ever lost touch? Let a good friendship die? Just called to say "Hi?"  
When you worry and hurry through the day. It is like an unopened gift. Thrown away..... Life is not a race. Take it slower. Hear the 
music before the song is over.  

And by the way, “life may not be the party we hoped for ...  
But while we are here we might as well dance!"  

Summer Blessing 

Welcome Back 
 

Good News… ...Fr. Dominic Baffour-Akowuah, from the Diocese of Obuasi, Ghana, West Africa, has returned to American Martyrs 
to help minister to all of us. 
 
Fr. Dominic has come to us for quite a few summers, but could not be with us last year due to the pandemic.  He is a wonderful 
priest with a big heart and very attentive to the needs of all here at American Martyrs.  He is a very thoughtful preacher, and a deeply 
spiritual person.  

PLEASE WELCOME FR. DOMINIC BACK WITH OUR USUAL ENTHUSIAM 



 

 

 



 

 

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes  
 
Floater: My wife believes to keep marriage new & exciting she 
makes random purchases on my credit card so I can be surprised.  
Smitty: I've been trying to recruit members for my Professional 
Hide 'n Seek Team, but good players are so hard to find. 
Floater: 99% of the steps on my FitBit are walks from my TV to 
the kitchen looking for free donuts.  
Smitty: I’m trying to look on the bright side but it really needs a 
stronger bulb..  
Floater: I need a mannequin in my car, just so people won’t  
realize that I’m talking to myself. 
Smitty: My biggest turn on is people not contacting me in any 
form.  
Floater: My life is so boring, my psychics tell me my friends 
future. 
Smitty: Life is better in a dog eat toy world.  
Floater: I wish tanning beds could pop you out like a toaster 
when you’re finished  
Smitty: At this point in my life, my resume’s “special skills”  
just says: “pronounces Massachusetts towns” and “Can nap on 
planes.”  
Floater: Guys, two words to insure a happy, long lasting,  
marriage: Yes dear.  

 
AMERICAN MARTYRS  

PARISH OUTREACH FOOD PANTRY 
 
 
Please help us serve people in need in our community.    
We especially appreciate donations from this is of these  
non-perishable items:: Cereal, Juice, Peanut butter,  
cookies, canned soup, canned vegetables, canned fruit, 
Pasta sauce   Mac & cheese canned ravioli,  and tuna fish.  
 
 

As always, thank you for your generosity  
for helping those in need.   



 

 

This Weekend is the Annual  
Summer Mission Appeal by the 

The Dominican Friars of the U.S.A. 
 
 

Fr. David Adiletta, O.P., who 
served in the Dominican Friars 
mission in East Africa for nine 

years, will preach a mission appeal 
at our parish this weekend.  

Fr. David will speak about the 
good works of the Dominican  

friars who serve in the mission, where we are  
engaged in the work of evangelization and faith  

development in poor and underserved areas of Kenya, 
where the pandemic has had a severe impact.  

Our friars depend on the support  
of the faithful here at home.  

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
Open AA Meetings 

Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Closed AA Meetings 

Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable.212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 
Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Brooklyn Diocesan Pilgrimage 
Oberammergau 
The Passion Play 

 
Visits to Wurzburg, Rothenberg, Rebensburg, Passau,  

Salzburg and Munich 
May 17—26, 2022 

Bishop Octavio Cisneros (Spiritual Director) 
Rev. Frank L. Schwarz (Chaplain) 

 
FOR A BROCHURE CALL: Peters Way Tours  

(516) 605-1551 or email: peter@peterway.com 


