While Jesus was speaking, a woman from the crowd called out
and said to him, "Blessed is the womb that carried you and the
breasts at which you were nursed.: He replied, "Rather, blessed
are those who hear the word of God and observe it."
— Luke 11:27-28
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Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

Established 1915
45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135
PHONE
FAX
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-4454
(718) 631-1774
www.sta.nyc
info@sta.nyc

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR
Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D.
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Rectory Office Hours & Staff
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturday by appointment only
Mrs. Betty Harris
SECRETARY

Mrs. Ann Larkin

ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE
EMAIL

(718) 225-5191
dff@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES
3155
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-3153 (718) 631-

www.dwcaonline.org
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Baptism
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays. Please call the Faith
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements. Parents must
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday, Streamed on Facebook

12 noon Monday-Saturday and 2:00 PM Sunday
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Consecration to St. Joseph
Take a faith journey that will Change your life!

What does it mean to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph?
The person who
consecrates himself to St. Joseph
wants to be as
close to their spiritual father as possible, to the point
of resembling him
in virtue and holiness. Saint Joseph, in turn, will
give those consecrated to him his
undivided attention, protection,
and guidance.

Saint Anastasia Parish

Reflections
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Social Ministry

On Mealtime as Prayer

Food Scrap Drop Off Site

Eating together as
family, with friends
or in community is as
old a human expression as history can
recall. The very word
“companion” means
“the one you share
your bread with.” Sharing food is just as nourishing to the
soul as eating is nourishing for the body. How is it that in
recent years the family meal has suffered such disintegration? All day we graze and nibble and by dinner time, we
are no longer hungry. We are so busy, that we cannot cook,
or cannot sit together over food and drink to share the
events of the day and the issues that burn in our hearts. The
average American family eats dinner in about five minutes!

In partnership with NYC Sanitation Department and the
Queens Botanical Gardens composting service, we are a
drop off site. You can drop off coffee and tea grinds, dried
flowers and houseplants, fruit and vegetable rinds and
scraps. Please put the food items in the green bin. DO
NOT put plastic bags or other garbage. NO MEAT
OR FISH are to be deposited in the bin. You can drop
off your scraps all week in the bin in the back of the Parish
Center (located across from the school playground).
Pickup by the Queens Botanical Gardens is 2pm on Saturdays.

In these Easter days, beyond the meal shared which we call
the “last supper,” we hear that the risen Jesus shared his
bread at the end of a long walk with his grieving disciples
on the road to Emmaus. He broke bread with them and
“they knew him in the breaking of the bread.” Every meal
that we share is an occasion to “know him”—to recognize
Christ in the heart of the persons with whom we share our
meal. We also hear the story of a fish fry that the risen Jesus prepared for his friends after a night of fishing. How
concrete. How physical. How human. How loving. Ghosts
don’t cook for us. But the bodily presence of a risen Lord
knows our bodily hungers and provides for us in material
ways. To share what we have with another is to “know
him.” To break bread with a blessing is to help us remember that every meal looks concretely to the meal. And it isn’t possible to comprehend the eucharistic meal if we don’t
understand the sacramentality of the daily meal.
Collect blessings for your table. Offer a variety of words and
songs so that your prayers do not become routine or unimaginative. Take time to enjoy your meal and to enjoy one
another. If you live alone, invite others in to share your
bread.
I saw a stranger today
I put food for him in the eating place
And drink in the drinking place.
In the Holy Name of the Trinity
He blessed myself and my house
My goods and my family.
And the lark said in her warble
Often, often, often
Goes Christ in the stranger’s guise
O, oft and oft and oft,
Goes Christ in the stranger’s guise.
—An Irish rune of hospitality
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622 1101;
1 800 933 1800; www.ltp.org. Text and art by Gertrud Mueller
Nelson. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

If you have any ideas for other service
projects, please email Rose Ruesing at
dff@sta.nyc or call 718-225-5191 to volunteer.

Diocese of Brooklyn
Diocesan Pilgrimage

Oberammergau

The Passion Play
Visits to: Wurzburg, Rothenburg, Rebensburg, Passau,
Salzburg & Munich
May 17 - 26, 2022
Bishop Octavio Cisneros, Spiritual Director
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Chaplain
For a brochure call: Peters Way Tours
516-605-1551 — peter@petersway.com
----Diocesan Pilgrimage

World Meeting of Families, Rome
Visits to Assisi, Siena, & Florence
Join Pope Francis, the Office of Family Life,
and the Diocese of Brooklyn
June 20 – 30, 2022
For a brochure call: Regina Tours
1-800-Catholi(c) x 232 — fciraolo@groupist.com

Pilgrimage Office
9511 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
718 965-7313 — E-mail: Pilgrimage@diobrook.org
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Electronic Giving
Summer is almost over – have
you made the switch to eGiving?
It’s a great way to support St. Anastasia and grow our ministries
that share the Good News of
God’s love. You can sign up from
your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a
recurring donation or make a one-time gift.

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8am Daily Mass
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.
Thanks! The additional Rosary on Tuesdays is from the
parishioners to take the place of the weekly Holy Hour (for
now).

Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship and
sustain our parish in the “dog days” of summer and
throughout the year. You’ll provide consistent support that helps us always be at the ready with programs, services, and ministries for our church families and for those in need throughout the community.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of
our parish family. God Bless You!
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We encourage all to watch the
brief 2021 ACA Video online at:
CFBQ.org/ACAVideo
The work and services made possible through your
donation to the Annual Catholic Appeal help people in
Brooklyn and Queens in ways that no one parish can
alone. Let us pray that the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal will be successful in both allowing us to reach out
in love to those in need in, as well as uniting us together in Christ as one Church. I hope you will join me
and St. Anastasia Parish in “proclaiming the gospel of
God” by participating in the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal.
Sincerely,
Msgr. Anthony Sherman Pastor
St. Anastasia Parish

August 15, 2021
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Vatican.va
Pope to Youth in Medjugorje (Bosnia): Follow Christ with Courage and Joy
2021-07-19 — By
Gabriella Ceraso —
The guiding theme of
the youth festival underway in Medjugorje
until August 6 is:
"What must I do to
inherit eternal life?"
They cite the words of the rich young man of whom the Synoptic Gospels speak (cf. Mt 19:16-22; Mk 10:17-22; Lk 18:18
-23), when he set out, or rather, ran to meet the Lord, to inquire about gaining eternal life, that is, happiness. Pope
Francis sent his good wishes to the participants with a message offering some reflections on the theme.

An occasion to encounter Jesus
Mladifest, the Pope reminds his readers, is in fact a "week of
prayer and encounter with Jesus Christ, especially in his living Word, in the Eucharist, in adoration and in the Sacrament of Reconciliation," which has the power to "set us on
our way to the Lord." And so this young man of the Gospel,
whose name we do not know but whose soul we do know,
becomes the symbol of all those who participate in this event.
The Pope recalled that the young man recounted in the Gospels was "educated and very knowledgeable" and motivated
with a "healthy restlessness that urged him to seek true happiness, life in its fullness". It is for this reason that he set out
on his journey to findin Jesus Christ an "authoritative, credible and reliable" guide who "directed him to God, who is the
one and supreme good from whom all other good comes".
Eternal life, the good for which he yearns, the Pope writes, is
certainly not a material good to be conquered with "one's
own strength” but requires going through various stages of
maturation.
Making steps towards eternal life: loving one's neighbor
The first step, indicated by Jesus, is "concrete love for one's
neighbor," not the love given simply by the observance of
precepts, rather a "gratuitous and total" love. Jesus notices
the "desire for fullness that the young man carries in his
heart", but also his "weak point", which is his attachment to
"many material goods". For this reason, as a second step, Jesus suggests moving “from a logic of 'merit' to one of giving."

To be free from all attachments

The Pope went on to explain that if the heart is crowded with
possessions, the Lord and one's neighbor become merely
"things", because "having and wanting too much" suffocate
us and "make us unhappy and incapable of loving".
The third step that Jesus proposes to the young man marks a
radical choice, the Pope observed when Jesus asks him:
"Come! Follow me!" It is a matter of "being disciples of Jesus", which means, not imitating Him outwardly but
"conforming to Him" deep in our hearts in order to receive in
return "a rich and happy life, in the company of the many
brothers and sisters, fathers, mothers and children".
Following Christ is not a loss, but an incalculable gain, the
Pope writes, while renunciation concerns the obstacle that
blocks this pathway. The rich young man, however, has his
heart divided between two masters: God and money. The fear
of risking and losing his possessions makes him return home
sad.

Drawing close to Christ to be happy: saying yes
without holding back

It marked a sad moment, because "he did not find the courage to accept the response, which is the proposal to 'untie
himself' from himself and from riches in order to 'bind himself' to Christ, to walk with Him and discover true happiness", the Pope observed. He writes:
“Have the courage to live your youth by entrusting yourselves
to the Lord and setting out with Him. Let yourselves be conquered by his loving gaze that frees us from the seduction of
idols, from the false riches that promise life but bring death.
Do not be afraid to welcome the Word of Christ and accept
his call. Do not be discouraged like the rich young man in the
Gospel; instead, fix your gaze on Mary, the great example of
the imitation of Christ, and entrust yourselves to her who,
with her affirmative response "Here I am", answered unreservedly to the Lord's call.”

Mary as an example for all of us

May Mary, to whose maternal intercession the Pope entrusts
the young people present at the Festival, be the source of the
"strength" from which we draw to say our own "here I am",
but also a model for "bringing Christ to the world" and for
“If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven." (Mt 19:21). "transforming our lives into a gift for others". Like her, the
Jesus changes the perspective: he invites him not to think of Pope asks us to strive to be attentive to others and to discover
securing the afterlife, but to give everything in his earthly life, in God's will "our joy", welcoming it even if it is not easy but
with the certainty that "it will make us happy".
thus imitating the Lord. It is a call to further maturity, to
pass from precepts observed to receive a reward, to one that
is about love by giving freely without limit. Jesus asks him to The Pope writes: "the joy of the Gospel fills the heart and the
leave behind all that weighs down the heart and hinders love. whole life of those who encounter Jesus. Those who allow
themselves to be saved by Him are freed from sin, from sadWhat Jesus recommends is not so much that everything be
taken away as much as being free to love and rich in relation- ness, from inner emptiness, from isolation. With Jesus
Christ, joy is always born and reborn."
ships with others.
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Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Rev. George J. Lutjen
August 15 — 22, 2021

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
August 2021
The Church
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy
Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the
Gospel.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

August 15, 2021

Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 15, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Giuseppe Casagrande
John Cunniff
8:00 a.m.

Assunta Ferazzoli
Gerald Fiorvanti

10:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Umberto Savocchi
Iolanda & Anthony Battisti
Monday, August 16, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Antonino Petruso
Rocco Gabrielli
Tuesday, August 17, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Orlando Paglia
Dante William Cristafi
Wednesday, August 18, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Michael McManus
Adelaide Bilz
Thursday, August 19, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Paul A. Nardozi
Helena McGeough

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.

Friday, August 20, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Catherine Gallagher
Paul A. Nardozi

Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:

Saturday, August 21, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Helena McGeough
Mary Lou Maass

1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Sunday, August 22, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Vinny & Mary Tranchida
Umberto Savocchi
8:00 a.m.

Peter Parisi
Antonetta , Dominic & Ida Martucci

10:00 a.m.

Ceasare Dobri
Paul A. Nardozi

12:00 noon For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

Pray for the
Persecuted

