American Martyrs Mission Statement
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and
example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all.
American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments
Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request)
Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center.
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or
suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.
A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually.
Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.
Visits will be happily arranged for you.
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest
at least six months prior to the date you wish.
Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times!
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to
our children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every
opportunity.
For help or info call: Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS
AMPARISH.ORG

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG
TAO Sean Reiley—USN

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 15, 2021
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.” Are
you called to keep your eyes fixed on Christ and run the
race of faith to heaven as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life? Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 8272454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
LORD, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they
perform for us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior. Amen
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582.

Remember in your Prayers
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch,
Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene
McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, Ernie
Libasci, Mike Tramonte, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino and Eleanor Kelly

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are Offered on the celebration of
Fr. Dominic’s 67th Birthday!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR. DOMINIC

August 15th - August 22nd
Saturday
5:00 pm: Francesco Cannova (Family)
Sunday
8:30am: Eddie Jr., Edwin + Margerta Ortiz

Sanctuary Candle
Are Offered in
Thanksgiving for
The men and women in the
U.S. Armed Forces

(Gallagher/Perez Family)

10:30am: Jack Bills (Annmarie)
Edward Scherne(Barbara + Jack Govdas)
Frank Tanki (Frank + Elsie Paukuwits)
Cristeto Polvorosa (His Daughter)
12:30pm: Peter Shanahan (Family)

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED OF
AMERICAN MARTYRS

Monday
Nancy Cafferty (Blanca)

MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE

Tuesday
Santa + Domenica Mascioli (Joanne DiLucci)
Wednesday
Luis + Aida Parralez (Sarh)
Thursday
Chacko Family

This Weeks Altar Flowers
in thanksgiving for
the Religious
Brothers and Sisters
that served in the past
at American Martyrs

Friday
Luis Parralez, Jr. (Sarh)
Saturday
8:30am: Maria Tantalo (Helen Fernendez)
The Faithful of American Martyrs

Collection for August 8, 2021
E-Giving: $2,024.50
Collection: $4,998.00
Total: $7,022.50

5:00 pm: Mascioli Family (Anita)

Thank You for your support of American Martyrs.

Bits and Pieces from Mike and Mike, Newly Retired from Building House Decks
Dear Faithful (and not so faithful) people of God, the “Dog-Days of Summer” are here!
How We Believe In God
It is one thing to believe in God with our minds. It is quite another to feel within us that God is real. The distinction between the
theoretical knowledge and personal experience is vital in every area of our life. As a boy, I remember leaning about constellations in
science class and being fascinated. But the first time as a teenager when I walked in the dark in Stowe, Vermont, I was knocked out
by the vastness of the stars I could see. It wasn’t as if the two experiences were opposed to each other but the first without the
second was so incomplete. It is the difference between theory and experience.
I would assume that few if any of you reading these words are atheists, a person not believing in God. But there may be many of us
for whom God is not real or personal. Many may believe in God intellectually but not experience God emotionally. At first this may
not seem to matter. But think about how much of our lives are lived on a emotional level.
Both at work and at school, we live with the fear of failure. When a loved one dies, we can be overwhelmed with grief. A doctor
speaks to us of surgery, and we are filled with dread. When we’re successful we experience the “thrill of victory.” We fall in love
and glow with warmth. If we don’t experience God on an emotional level, our faith is not at the same level of experience as the rest
of our lives.
I think the psalm of the day, Psalm 34 can help us to understand the Gospel. It asks us to “taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”
Wisdom from Proverbs bids us to “Come, eat of my food and drink of the wine I have mixed... and advance in the way of
understanding.” All this points us to the words of Jesus. “For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.” This does not sound like belief on a theoretical level, but on the level of
human experience. Jesus is saying that we can take his life into our lives. We need to experience Christ on the inside where we
hurt and hope, laugh and cry.
The Bible certainly presents God in many ways. Genesis presents God as the almighty Creator and in Exodus, God is on the
mountain capped with cloud and shaking with thunder. Isaiah’s vision of God was “seated on a high and lofty throne.” This is
certainly one vision of God. But is the vision of God, far away and unapproachable, the only one?
There are other visions as well. A vision that says “Here I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears me and opens the door, I will
enter.” A vision of God that is not “up there” or “out there” but “in here.” A vision that brings God near, accessible, approachable.
None of us will ever know all there is of God. We do not know all there is about anything. There are more mysteries in a glass of
water than science can ever explore or explain. Nonetheless we can drink water and be refreshed by it. Jesus said “Whoever eats my
flesh...remains in me and I in him.” This is how we “taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”
In my prayers as I am enjoying the “Dog-Days Summer”
Fr. Peter

THE GIFT OF GRACE
The gift of grace increases as the struggles increase. --St. Rose of Lima
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Sometimes the heat of summer translates into unrest in a city's streets. In the summer of 1834, popular sentiment against the
presence of the Ursuline nuns near Boston reached a boiling point. An influx of Irish laborers had an impact on the work force in
the city, and a deep-seated resentment against Catholics fueled the fire. The nuns supported themselves with a school, and most of
the young women students were drawn from patrician Protestant families.
Nevertheless, rumors fed by the saga of an unhappy junior sister and a later episode of a senior sister fleeing the place increased
tensions. The city's selectmen were given a tour by the disgruntled sister, who by then had returned, and found all things in good
order. That didn't please the mob, and the mother superior didn't help matters when she said that the bishop had platoons of Irishmen
at hand, twenty thousand strong, to do marauders harm. By August 11, the convent had been invaded, ransacked, and burned to the
ground. The nuns fled to Maine and Canada. The diocese attempted to recover losses, but the commonwealth offered only ten
thousand dollars, which was rejected. Years later, a legislative bill for the state to rebuild the convent and school was roundly
defeated. Yet the enterprise of Catholic education had great resilience, and in 1946, more than a hundred years after the riots, the
Ursulines returned to Boston to re-establish an academy that endures to the present day.--Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S.
Paluch Co.

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call: Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes
Floater and Smitty are away on vacation, however Margaret
and Ken MacPherson have agreed to ‘pinch-hit’ for them while
they rest

AMERICAN MARTYRS
PARISH OUTREACH FOOD PANTRY
Please help us serve people in need in our community.
We especially appreciate donations from this is of these
non-perishable items:: Cereal, Juice, Peanut butter,
cookies, canned soup, canned vegetables, canned fruit,
Pasta sauce Mac & cheese canned ravioli, and tuna fish.
As always, thank you for your generosity
for helping those in need.

Margaret: Will glass coffins be a success? Remains to be seen.
Ken: What’s the difference between a hippo and a zippo? One is
really heavy and the other is a little lighter.
Margaret: Two windmills are standing in a wind farm. One asks,
“What’s your favorite kind of music?” The other says, “I’m a big
metal fan.”
Ken: Hear about the new restaurant called Karma? There’s no
menu - you get what you deserve.
Margaret: Is it ignorance or apathy that's destroying the world
today? I don't know and don't really care.
Ken: I went to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday but
couldn't find any.
Margaret: What do you call a bee that can’t make up its mind? A
maybe.
Ken: I tried to sue the airline for losing my luggage. I lost my
case.
Margaret: A cross-eyed teacher couldn’t control his pupils.
Ken: She had a photographic memory but never developed it.

Annual Catholic Appeal
Thanks to all the generous families that made a
pledge to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal at
American Martyrs Parish to date.
There is plenty of time to make a pledge. ..
...You can find a donation envelope at the
entrance of the church.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU

Thanks to “Your” generosity to Last
Weekend Summer Mission Appeal by the
The Dominican Friars of the U.S.A.
American Martyrs has donated
$3,160 dollars to help continue their
Mission to Preach the Word of God to the
people of Eastern Africa!
THANKS AGAIN!!!!
COMMUNITY NEWS
Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708.
Catholic Charities Home-base Program
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van - running or not.
Call: 718-491-2525.
Open AA Meetings
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm
Closed AA Meetings
Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable.212-941-0094 nycalanon.org
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals
Call 718-357-4903 for more information.
Nar-Anon Never Alone: Call for info718-217-0364.
National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255
Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075

Brooklyn Diocesan Pilgrimage
Oberammergau
The Passion Play
Visits to Wurzburg, Rothenberg, Rebensburg, Passau,
Salzburg and Munich
May 17—26, 2022
Bishop Octavio Cisneros (Spiritual Director)
Rev. Frank L. Schwarz (Chaplain)
FOR A BROCHURE CALL: Peters Way Tours
(516) 605-1551 or email: peter@peterway.com

