Our Lady of the Snow
175 Blue Point Avenue, Blue Point, New York 11715 Telephone: 631-363-6385

January 6, 2019 The Epiphany of the Lord
Our life is a gift and a giving to others; therefore, it is a joy at a
profound level. Anyone who seriously makes this idea his own
and begins to practice it will find it to be true; he will discover
that the will to live it out, that is, to accept everything as a gift
from God, can transform our lives right down to the roots.
--Hans Urs Von Balthasar

One of the great 20th century Catholic theologians, Hans Urs Von Balthasar wrote voluminously and deeply, as a result of which his books tend to tax even the brightest readers, but his homilies are generally very
accessible. Ignatius press has published a volume of them entitled You Crown the Year with Goodness.
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM in Large Church
Monday 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM
in Mother Church

DAILY MASSES:
Monday - Saturday
8:30 AM in Mother Church
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 5:00 PM in Large Church
Sunday 7:30 AM in Mother Church
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
in Large Church

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM in Mother Church
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
& BENEDICTION:
Monday 7:30 PM - 8:00 PM in Mother Church
ROSARY:
Monday, Jan. 7th at 4:45 PM Mother Church
Family Rosary:
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM in Mother Church

Pray for Our Sick

In Sympathy

We pray for all who are sick, for their healing in
both body and spirit….

For all who have died this past week, that they rejoice in
the heavenly banquet…

Donald Sheehan, Frank Alfo,
John Clark & Edward Martin

Shirley McLaughlin

My dear parish family,
We’re still in the Christmas season and will be through next Sunday, when
we’ll celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, after which we’ll return to Ordinary Time
until the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 6 this year.
During Christmas we’ve celebrated the birth of Jesus, the Feast of the Holy
Family, the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. Today we celebrate Epiphany, recalling the visit of the Magi to do homage to the newborn King by offering gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The Christmas season is the one, more than any other, in which Mary plays a
central role. For us Catholics, she should have a very special place throughout our
lives. What a blessing to have her for a friend and companion as we journey towards intimacy with Jesus and finally eternal union with God.
In a little booklet, The Chaplet of Reparation, excerpted from the much larger
In Sinu Jesu, there are these words directed to the Mother of God and our Mother:
Sweetest Virgin Mary, I am your child.
Keep my hands in your hand,
my heart in your heart,
all throughout the day,
and even during the night.
So do I wish to live and die. Amen.
I can’t imagine a better expression of whom and what Mary ought to be to each of
us.
The New Year is still fresh, and it’s still Christmas. Promise now to do something to deepen your love of and devotion to our Blessed Mother. Become a Rosary
person, praying it each day, all at once or over the course of the day. There are
“How To” Rosary booklets at all the church exits. And as I’ve said before, if you’re
intimidated by this kind of prayer and don’t feel comfortable with it, download the
free app, LAUDATE; click on Rosary and Chaplet, then on Mysteries Only and Podcasts; then pray along with one of the audible version of the Rosary you’ll find
there.
HOLY MARY, MOTHER OF GOD, PRAY FOR US SINNERS,
NOW AND AT THE HOUR OF OUR DEATH. AMEN.
With love and prayers,
Fr. Charles Fink
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Catholic Marriage for couples
married outside the Church:
If you have a civil marriage but now desire
a Catholic sacramental marriage, call the
Rectory for more information about a
Convalidation. Convalidation is having a
couple’s marriage recognized and blessed
by the Church through the Catholic
Rite of Marriage.
Marriage:
Arrangements must be made at least
six to twelve months in advance. It is
advisable to call the church prior to
arranging the reception.
Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.):
Persons interested in becoming Catholic
and adults who have not received Confirmation or First Eucharist, please contact
the rectory office.
Communion for the Homebound:
To make arrangements to have Communion brought to the home, please call the
parish office at 363-6385, ext. 110. For
emergency sick calls, please call the parish
at any time.
Baptisms:
Are celebrated on the second Saturday and
fourth Sunday of most months. Please visit
our website for complete information or call
the rectory office.

Altar Bread and Wine
In loving Memory of Lydia Strange
Sanctuary Candle in Mother Church
In loving Memory of Lydia Strange

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Jan. 6, Epiphany of the Lord
Parishioners †
Antionette Coluccio †
Bob Schmitt †
Bob Russell †

Monday
8:30 AM

Jan 7, St. Raymond
Alan Fricke †

Tuesday
8:30 AM

Jan 8 ,
Josephine Zabas †

Wednesday Jan 9,
8:30 AM
Florent Sadiku †
Thursday
8:30 AM

Jan 10,
Kathy Weaver †

Friday
8:30 AM

Jan 11,
Jean Rogers †

Saturday
8:30 AM
5:00 PM

Jan 12,
Shirley Dietz †
Eileen Semder †

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Jan 13,
Parishioners
Frank & Elizabeth Fontana †
Shirley Dietz †

FR. JOHN KEEP: ON OUR CALL TO PERFECTION
There is no doubt that it God’s will that we keep up a life-long effort quite deliberately to grow in holiness, to become more perfect. Our Lord even told us that we
were to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. Unfortunately it is quite possible
to misunderstand what Jesus meant, and we may form an idea of perfection and of the
way to achieve it which is not the right one. There are people who go about seeking
the perfection they imagine they should seek and do it with the methods and mental
attitude they think are correct, and yet become less and less perfect as time goes on.
Our Lord does not mean that we as human beings are to seek to have the perfection God has. God is perfect God. What we are called to become are perfect human
beings. So one obvious conclusion we can draw is that we ought to be glad to be human, enjoy being human, and never try to be anything else. The moral law we have
received from God tells us what behavior is human and what is not, but there are some
things that are perfectly human and good, which some people seeking perfection
wrongly tell us we must give up. If we pursue the wrong ideal of perfection, then the
more effort we put into our quest, the more damage we do to ourselves.
The fact is that your own perfection, if you achieve it with God’s help, will be
the full realization of the person God made you to be when He designed and created
you; so one thing to get rid of is the idea that in order to be perfect you have got to
stop being yourself in some way. No, you have got to try to become exactly what God
wants you to become, and what God wants you to become is your true self, since that
is what He loves.
The real you is God-given, and if you despise that true self, you are despising a
gift from God, and that displeases Him very much. We must accept ourselves and
thank God for ourselves. We must not accept our self-seeking and all the other things
that deform and damage us, but the basic self is God-given and is loved by God because what He made is very good.
The path to God, life with God, living with Jesus, even at our present imperfect
state is something peaceful and calm and joyful. The path to God is a path of love and
not a path of fear. Our use of the confessional itself should be out of love and not out
of fear. Worry and fear in the spiritual life bring havoc to us. “Fear not,” says Our
Lord, “for I am with you.” “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”
For more Fr. Keep go to www.fatherjohnkeep.org

OUR LADY OF THE SNOW RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
631-363-6394

olsbpre@aol.com

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. or by appointment
The ministry of Religious Education strives to bring all into a closer
relationship with Jesus through Word, Worship and Service

Week of January 6
Family Mass - Sunday, Jan. 6th at the
9 a. m. Mass
Epiphany
Week of January 13
Level 1 - Parent/Child Celebration
4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Large Church

Classes:
Level 2 - Mon. & Tues. 4:30 Wed. 6 p.m.
Parent Meeting for Level 2 Parents
during class time upstairs in Mother
Church. First Communion Enrollment
information will be distributed.
Level 3-6 -Mon., Tues. 4:30 Wed. 4:30 & 6
Levels 7 & 8 - Mon 7pm Tues 6pm
Level 9 Confirmation - Wed. Jan 9
7:30pm in the Large Church
Confirmation Retreat
Sat. Jan. 12, Large Church 10am - 3pm
You must be signed up for this retreat.

Children Entering 1st Grade Sept. 2018
should be registered in the Religious Education
Program. Participation in Level 1 is the first level of the Diocesan mandated 2 year preparation
program for the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and Eucharist. Registration forms should be returned to the Religious Education Office.
Please include a copy of your child’s baptismal
certificate.

Level 2 - Monday and Tuesday at 4:30
p.m., Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Level 3-6 - Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. and Wednesday
at 6:00 p.m.
Level 7 & 8 - Monday at 7:00 p.m. and
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.

When do we cancel classes?
If Bayport Blue Point School District
closes –we close. We post closings on
Channel 12 Long Island News.
We will try to put closings on the parish
website ourladyofthesnowbluepoint.com
and the parish Facebook page.

WHAT’S YOUR CATHOLIC I.Q.?
This educational self-assessment is a fun
way to help you see how much you know
about your Catholic faith. Answers can
be found on the bottom of this page.

CUB SCOUT FUN AND FAITH DAY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2019
SAINT FRANCES CABRINI CHURCH
CORAM, NEW YORK
1:00 PM – 4:30 PM
A special day of prayer, handicrafts,
and games.
For information, contact the
Catholic Scouting Office
Tuesday, January 15,
2019
9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
at the Radisson Hotel Hauppauge
110 Vanderbilt Motor Parkway
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Call 631 696-8568 for more information.
Free Admission for Job Seekers!!!!!!

A Self-Assessment for Your Fun and Enlightenment!
(Permission granted by Joe Paprocki, D.Min.,
and Catechist Magazine).

1,
The gift of knowledge is one
of the Gifts of the ________.
a) Sacraments b) Holy Spirit c)
school year d) teachers
2,
Mary told the servants at the
wedding of Cana to “do whatever
_____tells you.”
a) the priest b) the bride c) he
(Jesus) d) the headwaiter
3,
“Let us not grow tired of doing___, for in due time we shall
reap our harvest, if we do not give
up.”
a) good b) dishes c) homework
d) exercise
4,
Saint _____is a patron saint of
schoolchildren.
a) Brigid of Kildare b) Martin de
Porres c) Benedict d) Claire

Our annual Chili Cook-Off will
be on January 27, 2019. See
next week bulletin
for more details.

5,
Pope Francis was born in
____.
a) Italy b) Germany c) Poland
d) Argentina
Answers: 1.b; 2. c; 3. a; 4. c; 5. d

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
You are invited to join the Our Lady of the

Snow Respect Life Ministry as we travel
to Washington D.C. by bus to March for
Life.
Everyday thousands of babies die by abortion. Come exercise your democratic
right of peaceful protest and demonstration alongside parish members throughout
our diocese and other dioceses from all
over the country. This is a holy pilgrimage, a real sacrifice and a great educational opportunity for students as we lobby in
the halls of Congress.

Friday, January 18, 2019 Agenda:
4:45 a.m.

Gather for bus @ Our Lady of the Snow Parking Lot/ Depart 5 a.m. sharp.

5:15 a.m.

Gather for bus @ St. Lawrence the Martyr Parking Lot/ Depart 5:15 a.m. sharp.

7:30 a.m.

Breakfast stop.

11:15 a.m.

Meet DRVC- At the Southeast corner of 12th Street and Madison Drive.

Noon

Rally at 12th St. on the National Mall, in between Madison Drive and Jefferson Drive.

1 p.m.

March will begin on Constitution Avenue between 12th and 14th Streets.

2:30 p.m.

Lobby our Congress people and Senators.

4 p.m.

Bus departs for home and dinner stop.

Bus reservations are $10 per person or $20 per family, (scholarships available). Make
your check out to OLS Respect Life Ministry and call now for a reservation: Loren
Christie at 631-457-9763. Checks can be mailed to: Our Lady of the Snow Respect Life
Ministry, 175 Blue Point Ave., Blue Point, NY 11715, or dropped off at the Rectory Office
business hours. If you are unable to join us, please pray and fast for an end to abortion and
wide-spread respect, celebration and thanksgiving for life from conception through natural
death.
This group strives to become God’s instrument of life for the parish and
local community. Members work to make others aware of the sanctity of all
life and to prevent the deterioration of moral values evident in the practice of
stem cell research, cloning, abortion, infanticide, assisted suicide, euthanasia,
and capital punishment. Join us! New members are welcome.

Parish Outreach
Thank you for your continual support
of our ministry. With your generous donations we can continue to help so many in
need in our community. May God bless you
for your kindness.
The pantry is located in the lobby of
the large church. All donations can be left
outside the pantry door or at the Outreach
office during business hours.
The Pantry is in need of
all the following:













Coffee
Tea
Juice
Mayonnaise
Mustard
Salmon
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Tissues
Bar soap
Detergent
$10 King Kullen gift cards

If you are an
envelope user and
would like a record
of your donation to
the church for 2018
Please call the office
and we can get that
right out to you.
ATTENTION
ALL LECTORS AND
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS !!!
Beginning this year, we will no longer
meet in the sacristy to pray together
just before Mass begins. This is a time
for the altar servers to
get ready for Mass and
the priest to recollect
himself in relative quiet.
Thank you for your
understanding and for
all your help!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
& BENEDICTION:
WILL RESUME ON
JANUARY 7, 2019

Start the New Year out right enriching
your marriage by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next
Weekends are Feb 8-10, 2019 in Huntington, NY and Apr 26-28, 2019 in
Huntington, NY. For more information,
call John & Toni Torio
at 877-697-9963 or visit them at
https://wwmenyli.org/.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE
Saturday, January 19, 2019 @ 9:00 A.M. The
Saint Lawrence Knights of Columbus will be
hosting a defensive driving course in The
Bethany Center behind St. Lawrence the
Martyr Church in Sayville. Save money on
your insurance, remove points from your
license. Good for three years. Class is $35.00
in advance or $40.00 at the door. Breakfast &
lunch are included. Class limit is 40, registration is required please call 631-317-9027 or
email drivingclass2458@gmail.com. Please
make checks payable to: “St. Lawrence
Council # 2458”. Sign-in starts at 8:30 a.m.

A little humor from Father Fink
As Noah opened the door to the ark, he told
the animals to go forth and multiply, but two
snakes said they couldn’t. Asked why, they
responded, “We’re Adders.”

