
      

     St. Margaret Mary Church                             
     Ocean Ave. & Oriental Blvd 
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               Mass Schedule: 
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St. Mark Church     
2609 East 19th Street    
Brooklyn, New York 11235  
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Saturday: 5:00  p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   8:00  a.m. 
                10:15  a.m. Family 
Mass                                                                 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass           
                   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
 

“With God all things are possible” 

Parish Office: 718-891-3100 
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni 
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto 
St. Mark Catholic Academy 718-332-9304 
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal 
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary  
St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311 
Ms. Jo Ann Pino 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828 
Mr. Michael Davis  
Sports Program Director: 347-401-4288 
Mr. Wayne Walker 
St. Mark Choir:                      
Director of Music 
St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443 
Mr. Tom Scalese, President 
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President 
Homebound Ministry: 718-332-2663 
Ms. Maureen Genoversa, Coordinator 
Ministers of Hospitality:  718-891-3100 
Mr. Tom Scalese 
Extraordinary Ministers: 718-769-4514 
Mrs. Geraldine Kubat, Coordinator 
Lectors:  718-743-5338 
Ms. Stephanie Rizzo, Coordinator 
Rosary Society: 
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President 917-517-4260 
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President 718-743-0977 
Friendship Club: 
Ms. Anita Troise, President  718-648-6488 
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli,  Vice President 718-332-5105 

Devotions:   
Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday 
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the 
8:30 Mass. 
Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday  
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Baptism:  

Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m.  Classes for 

parents and godparents are required through Baptism 

Matters program.  Call the rectory to make an 

appointment with a priest two months prior to the 

Baptism. 
 

Marriage:  
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least  
6 months in advance. Please log on to  
www.bqonlineformation.org/precana for complete  
information about marriage preparation in  
the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.  
  

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations  
suspended, until  further notice.) 
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly 

suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.  
 

Appointment to see a Priest: 
If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please  
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through  
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from  
10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY 

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci                               Deacon: Rev. Mr. Paul Morin  
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Michael Panicali                                       In Residence: Rev. Joseph P. Quigley      



                  St. Mark Church  
 
 
Saturday, January 23 

 5:00 p.m. Tammy Hamann 
 
Sunday,      January 24 

  8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society 

10:15 a.m. Natalie M. Dengler (Birthday Blessing) 
12:30 p.m. Edward Franznick Sr. 
 
Monday, January 25 

  8:30 am. Peter Esposito 
  
Tuesday, January 26 

  8:30 a.m. Adolph Bartoli Jr.  
                                                                   
Wednesday, January 27 

  8:30 a.m. Peter Esposito 
 
Thursday, January 28 

  8:30 a.m. Fausto Cuadrado (Birthday Blessing) 

  
Friday, January 29 

  8:30 a.m. John Sweeney 
 
Saturday, January 30 

 8:30 a.m. Living & Deceased members of the  
                                            Pecoraro & D’Alessio Families 

  St. Margaret Mary Church 

 
Sunday, January 24 

11:00 a.m. Maria Cioffi  

 
Wednesday, January 27 
9:00 a.m. Panariello, Gonzales, 
              Jovino & Nuzzo Families 
 
Sunday, January 31 
11:00 a.m.  Frank Chuchla Sr. 

January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Todays  Readings:  Jesus’ call to repentance is 

meant to lead us to spiritual health, not merely to 

be a scolding or a warning of impending 

punishment. We repent in order to live fully in 

God’s love. 

Jonah 3:1-5,10 

Psalm 25:4a 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
 

    

       Paul Lombardi                
                    

 

 

 
Please pray for the sick:  

 
 Tina Cook, Daniel Paluszek, Lisa Lovbosco, Laura Durant, 
Hope Schwartz, Marie Giannotti, Carissa D’Alba, Kimberly 

Palmo, Alfred DeMola, Walter Brady, Catherine Staren, 
Jennifer Costa, Romilda Zambelli, John Angelo Buccheri, 

Raymond Fazio, Mark Aragona, Olivia LaSpina, Saul 
Godinez, Maria Calise, Rachel Marin, Joseph John Buccheri, 

Sally Frances Buccheri, Barbara Harris, Sal Comodo, 
Steven Lentini, Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto, 

Christopher Walker, Alfred DiGrazia, Joanne Newlin, Nina 
Pionegro, Anna Monaco, Robert Fernandez, Rose 

Chiusano, Marcus Gonclaves, Jennifer Russo, Lisa Weiner, 
Anthony Timoney, Al Comodo, John Maese, Kenneth 

Smith, Maureen Genoversa, John Maffeo  

             

                     VOCATIONS CORNER 

 

“Come after me, I will make you  
Fishers of men” Are you being called 
to strengthen Christ’s Church 
through a vocation to the priesthood,  
diaconate or the  consecrated life? 
 
     
Contact the Vocation Office at (718-827-2454 ) or email -

    

++++++++++++++++ 



 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                January 24, 2021  

                                                                               Examining ‘America’s Real Crisis’    

  

     Having just observed the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, which coincides with the tragic passage of Roe v. Wade in 

1973 and the ensuing deaths of over 60 million pre-born children, our parish continues to participate in the USCCB’s Nine Days for Life Novena, 

and looks to the virtual March for Life on the novena’s final day, this Friday, January 29 ( please visit  

 https://pro-life-activities.lpages.co/catholic-education-january-2021/  for information on the novena, the March, and educational resources for the 

tens of thousands of youth who would normally attend, and who can instead participate virtually this year).   

     I would like to share what was the basis of my homily last weekend -- excerpts from an article written by Judie Brown, president and co-founder 

of the American Life League ( www.all.org ), the nation's oldest grassroots pro-life educational and advocacy organization.  Entitled, ‘America’s 

Real Crisis,’ key portions of the article read, in part:   

     “[We are reminded] of the wisdom of [the evangelist] John, who wrote, ‘We also know that the Son of God has come and has given us 

discernment to know the one who is true.  And we are in the one who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.’ 

     In these words, we find the source of the real crisis in America.   

     Randy Engel, investigative reporter, wrote [that …] ‘there is only God and [there are] those who are for Him and those who are against Him.’  
Indeed, it is there that we find the locus of America’s disease. For nearly 50 years, we the people have looked the other way as millions of our 
fellow Americans have gone silently to their graves. Each of these human beings was, and is, the victim of the vilest crime our nation has ever 
legally imposed—the act of abortion. 

     Presidents have come and gone, and still we kill.  Americans may not call it killing people, and God forbid the nation admits that each act is 

intentional murder, but we kill nonetheless.  And now we wonder what is wrong with our nation. […] This is about [its] moral bankruptcy that has 

finally come to a head. 

     St. John Paul II taught that genuine democracy ‘can come into being and develop only on the basis of the equality of all its members, who 

possess common rights and duties. When it is a matter of the moral norms prohibiting intrinsic evil, there are no privileges or exceptions for 

anyone. It makes no difference whether one is the master of the world or the ‘poorest of the poor’ on the face of the earth. Before the demands of 

morality we are all absolutely equal.’ 

     And there it is. Here in America, not every member of our American family is equal. An entire class of people has been summarily condemned to 

death … .  And that is what is really wrong with our nation. 

     How much blood can we shed before the very idea of moral behavior—including civility and humane treatment of each other—is out the 

window? I think we know that time is upon us this very moment.  You see, genuine democracy, as Pope Pius XII explained, must be based on the 

‘immutable principles of the natural law and revealed truth.’  

     Otherwise, democracy is a fraud. 

     Our work is cut out for us, and the message is clear. We currently reside in a morally bankrupt nation, and after all these years of decriminalized 
murder, the result is the mayhem we have in our midst. So we have a plan for restoring moral sanity.  Turn to Mary for her guidance and her 
protection. Pray the Rosary. Join the Marian Blue Wave and focus on the good that comes from our trust in the Lord and His Blessed Mother.  
Continue teaching that every preborn child is precious in the eyes of God and that, until each child is precious in the eyes of all of our fellow 
Americans, no election of any kind can heal our nation. 

     Trust in the goodness of God. He is our Father, and in Him resides all the courage, the will, and the inspiration we need to make a difference as 

individuals in restoring peace, one life at a time. 

     America’s real crisis is a lack of trust in God. We are called to be His messengers in this time of darkness. The devil will not win!”  --   copyright 

2021, American Life League.   

     The Marian Blue Wave (www.marianbluewave.com) is simply a call across America to pray a weekly Rosary with the specific intentions of 

ending all clinical, chemical, medical and surgical abortion and shutting down every Planned Parenthood facility in the United States.   

     Please join in this most significant spiritual endeavor for the cause of life, amidst the battle between good and evil that continues to rage in our 

country, and in our world. 

                                                                                                          * Rev. Michael W. Panicali  

NB:        American Life League is a 501(c)(3) organization committed to the protection of all innocent human beings from the moment of 

creation to death. ALL is rooted in pro-life integrity that stands up for every innocent human being whose life is threatened by what St. John 

Paul II called “the culture of death.” That ranges from the single cell human embryo to the elderly, the infirm, and others at risk of having their 

life terminated by acts of euthanasia. The pro-life position notes that neither abortion nor euthanasia can ever be medically necessary or morally 

permitted. 

https://pro-life-activities.lpages.co/catholic-education-january-2021/
http://www.all.org
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=e5c3eb8dcd&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=a2faafc820&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=a2faafc820&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=194007bb62&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=ddace21263&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=9edf05c7dc&e=9d374fef09
https://all.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0567ca3428941ae233da50c1b&id=b51205fbc8&e=9d374fef09
http://www.marianbluewave.com


Generations of  Faith: 
 

                                          # Donors    Pledged        Paid 

St. Mark         208    $627,847      $516,458 

St. Margaret    43      $66,980        55,226 

Mary  
Annual Catholic Appeal 2020: 
                   St. Mark - St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:                              $40,246. 
Pledged:                         $77,189 
Received:                        $74,406 
Number  of Donors         163 

                                Coronavirus Update 

 
Bishop DiMarzio, determined that parishes in the diocese can open 
for daily Mass  and Sunday Masses on the weekend at a limited  ca-
pacity  under the following guidelines: 
 

• The Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday
 Mass  remains     in effect. Those who are not feeling well or are  exhib-
iting  symptoms of   cough and/or fever should not come to  church. 
Those who  are at higher risk    for COVID —19     (the  elderly, those 
with underlying    health conditions) are    strongly advised not to come 
to church. 
 

• Entry and exit will be through the main doors only.  Please sani-
tize your hands upon entering the church. 

• Masks/face coverings must be worn in church and social distanc-
ing  protocols  (6 feet apart) must be maintained (except for fam-
ilies). Use designated  pews following the direction of our ush-
ers. 

• It is very strongly recommended that Holy Communion be re-
ceived in the hand. People should come as directed by the ushers 
maintaining the 6 foot distancing with masks  remaining on for 
the dialogue   

• (“The Body of Christ.” “Amen.”) 

• There will be no entry or recessional processions and no hand-
shakes or greeting of parishioners after Mass. 

• There will be no missalettes. Hymnals, or worship aids in the 
pews. There will be no bulletins or Tablets available for distribu-
tion. There will be an organist and cantor but no choir. 

• There will not be an offertory basket passed around for a collec-
tion.  Instead, there will be a collection box or basket as you 
enter the church where your offerings may be placed.  Electronic 
giving is preferred. Go to www.GiveCentral.org/stmark or text 
SUNDAY to 516 619 3100. 

• The bathroom will remain closed as it cannot be disinfected dur-
ing Mass. 

• We will endeavor to continue to livestream daily Mass at 8:30 
a.m., Sunday Mass at 10:15 a.m., and a Holy Hour from noon 
until 1:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

• The rectory office will also resume normal hours of operation 
9:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10:00 a.m.—
3:00 p.m. on Saturday. However, we continue  to ask that you 
conduct as much business as possible over the phone (718 891-
3100) and keep the physical visits to the rectory minimum. 

 
 All the priests, Deacon Paul, and the entire parish staff have missed 
you dearly during our time apart. We look forward to welcoming you 
back to The Parish of  St. Mark—St. Margaret Mary. 
 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Fr. Bob 

         Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed  
                                                on our parish   website: 
       http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org and on our                                 
                                                                                         Facebook page:  
              http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn 
                 at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday  
                   and at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday. 
     Holy Hour  noon- 1:00 p.m. Monday –Saturday. 

Sunday Collection: January 17, 2021 
 
St. Mark Church 
Collection:  $2,668 
Attendance:  225 
Envelopes Returned: 76 
 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
Collection: $532 
Attendance: 28 
Envelopes Returned: 11 
 
Give Central 
Online giving: $1,125 
# of gifts: 48 



Office of Faith Formation 
                       718-769-6311                            

                                                         religiouseducation1@verizon.net  
 

    
Mon.               1:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m. 
Wed, Thurs.   9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 
Sun.                9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m.

                                                                                       

                         First Reconciliation  
                                                                           &  

                  First    Holy Communion 

 
On Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 2:15 pm, we will 
hold our next Proximate Preparation gathering in 
St. Mark Church. Masks must be worn. Please 
remember that we must have a copy of your child’s 
Baptismal certificate. Without a copy of the 
Baptismal certificate your child cannot receive 
First Holy Communion.    
At this gathering we will help your child to 
prepare for their first Reconciliation. Please 
remember that these gatherings are a very 
important part of your child’s preparation for 
their sacraments.  First Reconciliation will be  
Saturday, March 7, 2021 at 11am in St. Mark 
Church. 
**If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me either via email:                                                                     
religiouseduation1@verizon.net or phone 718-769
-6311.  

                                Protecting our Children - Child Lures 
The Diocese of Brooklyn requires that any one working 
with children take a Virtus class, which focuses on 
keeping God’s children safe. To date all of our 
catechists have complied with this regulation.   
In addition, we have to present to the children a child 
lures session  to help them recognize the lures that are in 
this world. We have held sessions every year in the 
school building. Due to this pandemic, we will be doing 
a power point presentation, which will be emailed.                      
This is a difficult and delicate issue but something we 
must all face. 
Ms. Pino will be sending out an email in about a week, 
to all parents notifying them when to expect this 
presentation. And what is expected on your part.                                
Please check your emails and the bulletin for further 
notices.  
To report sexual abuse involving diocesan personnel 
there is a toll-free, confidential reporting number 1-888-
634-4499    

Reminder:  Sunday, January 24 at 2:15 Proximate 
Preparation gathering for Communion in the 
Church. 

Ms. Pino 

 
 

      
 Dear Families: 
 
I hope everyone had a restful weekend, and you were all able 
to enjoy the extra day off last week. Even though Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day is a federal holiday, it is not just another 
day off. In fact, MLK Day is the only federal holiday 
designated as a national day of service to encourage all 
Americans to volunteer to improve their communities. In these 
days of COVID-19, volunteering in our communities poses a 
challenge, but if you recall one of my letters from a few weeks 
back, “your greatness is not what you have, but what you 
give.” Even the smallest act of kindness can make a difference 
in someone’s life! It was Dr. King himself who said, “Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for 
others?'” 
 
This time last year we were discussing our plans for Catholic 
Schools Week, which is traditionally held during the last week 
in January. This year, the Diocese of Brooklyn is changing the 
start date of Catholic Schools Week from January 24th to 
February 7th. Although we are limited by COVID-19 
regulations, the faculty and staff of Saint Mark Catholic 
Academy will still work hard to ensure a fun and memorable 
Catholic Schools Week for all of our students. We’ll be 
sharing more specifics soon! 
 
Last week, families received re-registration forms. This is just 
a friendly reminder to send in all paperwork as soon as 
possible. We are getting inquiries from new families already, 
and we want to make sure our current students have a seat 
come September. Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Mark Wilson 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REGISTRATION  & FINANCIAL AID     

For 
2021 - 2022 

IS  NOW OPEN AT 
ST. MARK CATHOLIC ACADEMY  

http://smcaonthebay.com/ 
(718) 332-9304 

 
 

mailto:religiouseducation1@verizon.net
mailto:religiouseduation1@verizon.net


9 Days for Life 
 

Thursday, January 21 – Friday, January 29, 2021  

 

Pray one Our Father, 3 Hail Mary's, and one Glory Be each day with the daily intentions and reflections listed below. The 
full novena, including daily suggested actions and additional information can be found at www.9daysforlife.com.  

Day One: May the tragic practice of abortion end. 

Reflection: At every stage and in every circumstance, we are held in existence by God’s love. The presence of an illness, disability, 
or other challenging situation never diminishes the value of a human life. God does not call us to perfection of appearance or 
abilities, but to perfection in love. Christ invites us to embrace our own lives and the lives of others as true gifts. Abortion tragically 
rejects the truth that every life is a good and perfect gift, deserving protection. This violent practice ends the life of a human being at 
its very beginning and horribly wounds all those involved. But Christ came that we “might have life and have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10), taking on human flesh for the sake of our redemption. May our culture experience the power of God’s 
transforming love, that all eyes may be opened to the incredible beauty of every human life. 

Day Two: May all unborn children be protected in law and welcomed in love. 

Reflection: Today, on this 48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, we mourn the many children’s lives ended by abortion and remember in 
prayer those who suffer the aftermath. The Church comes together today to pray for the protection of all unborn children and to 
make reparation for abortion, trusting that the Lord hears our prayers. The importance of prayer is reflected in Evangelium vitae, 
which says, “A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. Through special initiatives 
and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every 
group and association, from every family and from the heart of every believer” (EV 100). May that prayer arise in our hearts today 
and each day forward until every human being is protected in law and welcomed in love. 

Day Three: May every expectant mother receive compassionate care and support as she nurtures the life in her womb. 

Reflection: When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, she opened her heart to receive his message that she would conceive the Son 
of God in her womb. As a young, betrothed, but unmarried, woman, Mary knew that her pregnancy presented many challenges. 
Despite this knowledge, she faithfully responded, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38). Like the Blessed Mother, women who unexpectedly become pregnant often face significant challenges. They, 
too, are called to place their trust in God and faithfully respond to His gift of new life. And we are called to walk with them in their 
time of need. As Jesus taught us, when we love and serve others, we are loving and serving Him. May all expectant mothers be 
encouraged by Mary’s example and receive support and grace in lovingly welcoming their children into the world. 

Day Four: May expectant fathers lovingly support the mothers of their children in welcoming new life. 

Reflection: Fatherhood has its origins in God, who chose to reveal Himself to us as Our Father, sending his only Son for the sake of 
our salvation. Fathers therefore have a special role “in revealing and in reliving on earth the very fatherhood of God” (Familiaris 
consortio 25). Fathers are called to exhibit “generous responsibility for the life conceived under the heart of the mother” (FC 25). 
They are uniquely entrusted with the protection and defense of both mother and child and, in this way, in safeguarding the sanctity 
of human life. As evidenced in our world today, the role of the father “is of unique and irreplaceable importance” (FC 25). Often 
women choose abortion because they do not have the support of the child’s father, or—even worse—the father of the child pressures 
her to make the decision to abort. At the same time, it is important to acknowledge with compassion that men can also be 
overwhelmed by an unexpected pregnancy and that society increasingly tells them that they should have no say in their children’s 
lives. In the face of these false messages, we pray that expectant fathers will find courage in the example of Saint Joseph—who 
embraced the role of father amid difficult circumstances—and offer loving, life-affirming support to the mothers of their children.  

Day Five: May each person suffering from the loss of a child through abortion find hope and healing in Christ. 

If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, confidential, compassionate help is available. Visit hopeafterabortion.org.  

Reflection: After more than four decades of legalized abortion, many children’s lives have been ended, and many parents and 
family members suffer that loss—often in silence. Yet God’s greatest desire is to forgive. No matter how far we have each strayed 
from His side, He says to us, “Don’t be afraid. Draw close to my heart.” Be assured that it is never too late to seek God's forgiveness 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Consider the parable of the Prodigal Son. After repenting of sinning against his father, he returns 
from far away to seek forgiveness and work as a servant. But the father sees him approaching, runs to warmly embrace him, and 
hosts a banquet to celebrate his return. So, too, does God welcome all of His repentant children, no matter how serious the sin. Let 
us turn confidently to Our Lord, Who is love and mercy. 

http://www.9daysforlife.com
http://www.hopeafterabortion.org


MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, 
practicing) Catholics in union with the Holy See. A practical Catholic accepts the teaching authority of the 
Catholic Church on matters of faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the  
precepts of the Catholic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church. 
 

 

Baron De Kalb Council No. 1073 
 3000 Emmons Avenue 
 Brooklyn, New York 11235 
 Email - Info@Knights1073.org  
 Phone- (718)322-3232 
https://www.barondekalbcouncilno1073.org 
 

 Day Six: May expectant mothers choosing adoption receive grace and support in embracing this loving option. 

Reflection: Mothers placing their children for adoption often face many challenges along the way. One of the greatest obstacles can 
be inaccurately perceiving adoption as abandonment. But mothers who make an adoption plan for their children are not abandoning 
their children. Rather, they are exemplifying the sacrificial love of Christ on the Cross in choosing to do what is best for their 
children, even at great cost to themselves. Like Christ, they pour out their bodies and souls for the sake of another. The Letter to the 
Hebrews reminds us that, in the face of fears and trials, we can “hold fast to the hope that lies before us. This we have as an anchor 
of the soul, sure and firm” (Heb 6:18-19). We pray that each expectant mother choosing adoption will be filled with “the peace of 
God that surpasses all understanding” (Phil 4:7) as she makes a loving choice for her child. Let us all cling fast to the anchor of 
hope, for we have received “a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’” (Rom 8:15).  

Day Seven: May all who support or participate in abortion experience a conversion of heart to seek and receive the 
Lord’s boundless mercy.  

Reflection: When God fashioned the human person in His own image and likeness, He destined us for eternal life with Him. Yet 
because of the sin of our first parents, death entered the world. The book of Genesis recounts the first occasion in which a person 
takes the life of another, as Cain violently kills his brother Abel. This instance of brother rising up against brother “at the very dawn 
of history is thus a sad witness of how evil spreads with amazing speed” (Evangelium vitae 8). From the time of creation, disregard 
for human life has continued to spread. When we, like Cain, allow sin to find a place in our hearts, we become blinded to the truth. 
Sometimes this blindness might be so deep that we fail to recognize the undeniable humanity of unborn children. We may even 
tragically believe the lie that abortion is an act of compassion. But we know that “life, especially human life, belongs only to God: 
for this reason whoever attacks human life, in some way attacks God himself” (EV 9). Let us pray that all who support abortion will 
encounter the transforming love of the Father and, with repentant hearts, seek His mercy. 

Day Eight: May civic leaders work for the protection of all human life, in every stage and circumstance.  

Reflection: The Declaration of Independence boldly affirms that first among our inalienable rights is the right to life, given to us by 
the Creator. Yet despite being so solemnly proclaimed, the right to life is today threatened and often denied, particularly at the 
moments when life is most fragile. Our laws should—first and foremost—protect life. But “our highest Court does not recognize 
children in their mothers’ wombs as persons and claims that abortion is a constitutional right. Further, many political leaders work 
actively to increase access to abortion. Some falsely describe it as health care and even as a basic human right” (Priorities at the 
Polls). Laws and policies that legalize or promote an intrinsic evil like abortion violate the virtue of justice. Those who work as 
public officials and civic leaders have a duty to serve the common good, and therefore have a profound obligation to safeguard this 
most fundamental right to life. Through our own prayer, witness, and civic participation, we can encourage our leaders to truly 
answer their call to protect the rights of all people. For “there can be no true democracy without a recognition of every person’s 
dignity and without respect for his or her rights” (Evangelium vitae 101). 

Day Nine: May all who defend life find strength and renewal in the Holy Spirit. 

Reflection: God has carefully, tenderly created every person in His own image and likeness, to be in a loving relationship with 
Himself. From each tiny child knit within a mother’s womb, to every person approaching death, all are loved perfectly and 
completely by God: “It is therefore a service of love which we are all committed to ensure to our neighbor, that his or her life 
may be always defended and promoted, especially when it is weak or threatened [emphasis added]” (Evangelium vitae 77). In a 
world in which those who are most vulnerable are so often overlooked and disregarded, Christ calls us to embrace and uphold the 
unconditional dignity of every human life. In answering this call, we help to build “a new culture of life, the fruit of the culture of 
truth and of love” (EV 77). May the Holy Spirit continually renew us as we strive to faithfully defend God’s gift of life. 
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