
CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART              January 5, 2020 
The Epiphany of The Lord 

 

Saturday, January 4: 
5:00 Joseph Benvenuto 
 
Sunday, January 5: 
7:00 Eleanor Torkelson 
9:00 Betteann Foley 
11:00 Michael Ward 
1:00   Charles M. Donohue 
 
Monday, January 6: 
9:30 Stanley Modzelewski 
 
Tuesday, January 7: 
9:30 Monsignor James Dorney 
 
Wednesday, January 8: 
9:30 Richard & Helen Meldrum 
 
Thursday, January 9: 
9:30   Frank Rodriguez 
 
Friday, January 10: 
9:30 Charles Donohue 
 
Saturday, January 11: 
12:15   Thomas J, Virginia & Gerard Crane 
5:00  Joseph Romano 
 
Sunday, January 12: 
7:00    Deceased Members of  The Quinn & 
 McCauley Families & Souls in Purgatory 
9:00 John Cooney 
11:00 John Walsh 
1:00 Brendan Hoey 
 

Saturday January 11: 
5:00           M. Rosso 
 
Sunday, January 12: 
7:00 AM       V. O’Grady 
9:00 AM       J. Mooney Jr.      E. Bilotto          
11:00 AM     M. Montuori      R. Torello      
1:00 PM       W. Ortiz                  R. Messina  

Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente, James 
Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl Justin Camp-
bell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri, Barbara Walsh, Chris-
tian Pepo, Jean Forte, Kathryn Capofari, Barbara Ro-
tondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone, Crystal Hele-
wa, Daniel Juliano, Linda Powers, Joseph Detz Sr., 
James Carney, Danny Fortunato, Frank Juliano, Joseph 
Brancato, Carmela D’Angelo, Michael Guerin, Michael 
Meyer, June Laub,  Frank Musuruca, Timothy Carlson, 
Rawle Hamilton, Richard Ross, Bette Ann Pascarella, 
Joanne Prato, Joseph Koslowski, Diana Umana, Isaiah 
Roland, Ralph Munoz Sr. & Jr. Joseph & Jaden Munoz, 
Brianna Scilabra, Judy Dele, Kassem Ripen, Ernestine 
Scott,  Shakee Johnson, Steven Riggio, James Ross,  
Robert G. Pavis 

 

Collections: 
December 22nd...……………….$6,705.00 
Christmas Flowers…………..…..$2,003.00 
Christmas………….  …………$35,317.00 
 
 



A Note from The Pastor 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 On Christmas Eve, 1818 in an old village in the 
Austrian Alps Father Joseph Mohr was working on his 
Christmas homily. Someone knocked on the door. It was a 
peasant woman. She told him that a child was born that 
day to the family of a poor charcoal maker. Would the 
priest come and bless the infant?   
 The woman and the priest trudged through the 
knee-deep snow. At last they made it to a broken-down 
hut. A big, awkward man greeted the priest and asked him 
to enter. The room was filled with wood smoke and it was 
poorly lighted, but on the crude bed lay the young mother, 
smiling happily. In her arms she held her baby, now peace-
fully asleep. Father Mohr gave them both his priestly bless-
ing.       
 The young pastor felt strangely moved as he went 
down the mountain again, alone. It seemed to him as 
though the Christmas miracle had just happened, right 
now, before his eyes. He felt the promise of peace in the 
forest silence and in the brilliance of the stars. He saw 
deer, rabbits, and foxes among the trees, standing quite 
close to the trail, fearlessly watching him. Even the forest 
creatures seemed to know the deep peace of that Holy 
Night.       
 Fr. Mohr offered midnight Mass and then went 
home. But he found no sleep. He went to his study and 
tried to put down on paper what had happened to him. 
When dawn broke, he had written a poem. On Christmas 
day, Fr. Mohr took his poem to Franz Gruber, the local 
school teacher. He wanted to give his friend a gift. The 
teacher read it at once, then a second time. Greatly moved, 
he said, “Father, this is just the Christmas song we need. 
Praise the Lord.” The priest convinced him to write music 
to match the verse. Franz said it was easy: the words sang 
themselves.      
 That day, which was Christmas Day 1818, children 
gathered outside Father Mohr’s window and heard a song 
that was destined to be sung in all lands where Christmas 
is celebrated: Silent Night, Holy Night. A few days later a 
famous organ builder named Karl Mauracher came to the 
village and fixed the church organ. Franz Gruber sat at the 
organ bench and began to play the new Christmas song. 
Karl asked to hear the song again. The old man listened 
and his twinkling eyes became uncommonly serious. 
“Where did you get that song?” he asked. “I have never 
heard it anywhere.”     
 The priest and the teacher smiled at each other but 
said nothing. “Would you mind if I took it with me?” asked 
the organ tuner. “The folks back home would really appre-
ciate it.” The priest and the teacher said certainly and the 
teacher began to write it down, but Karl stopped Franz. He 
said he already had a hundred songs in his head. One more 
would not take up too much space.   
 Karl Mauracher went about his job building and 
repairing organs throughout Austria. He liked to sing, and 
so the new Christmas song spread throughout the land. 
Because Father Mohr and Franz Gruber had been too 
modest to claim the song as their own, Mauracher could 
not say who had written it. It became known as the Song 
from Heaven. None knew and loved this song more than 
the four little Strasser children: Caroline, Sepp, Anderl and 
Maly. Their parents were glove makers and they sent the 

children to sell the gloves in the big markets. While they 
sold, they sang that song.    
 Every passerby loved the tune and one old man 
asked if they would agree to sing in a concert. They did. 
The song received a rousing ovation and led to other con-
certs. At one performance the king of Prussia was there 
and he adored the hymn. He charged his royal concert 
master to go and find the composer. His search took many 
years. He searched all over the Austrian Alps but no one 
could help. Father Mohr had died years before.  
 One evening the concert master stopped near Salz-
burg and was speaking to a simple townsman about his 
weary search. The townsman remembered that one of the 
local choir boys seemed to know a lot about Silent Night. 
And so they asked him where he learned so much about 
the song. “Why, from my father, of course,” replied young 
Felix. “He made it up.”     
 They rushed over to see his father who was sur-
prised that they were looking for him. They told him about 
Silent Night. He said, “Oh that. I wrote that when I was 
just a village school teacher 30 years ago. The words are 
not mine. They belong the late Father Mohr, God rest his 
soul.” With the invention of radio, the song was carried 
around the world and translated into many, many lan-
guages. In 1938 Hitler annexed Austria and declared that 
this song was undesirable. But it is still sung, even here at 
Sacred Heart.     
 And suddenly there was a multitude of the heaven-
ly host of angels praising God. They were saying: “Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom 
His favor rests.” His favor rests on you and I. We are His 
chosen people.      
 The deeper our relationship with Christ, the more 
peace do we enjoy. It is not a military peace, such as a trea-
ty between nations. It is not a political peace, as when 
Democrats and Republicans reach across the aisle to coop-
erate on a new law. No. The peace that Jesus Christ brings 
us is the peace that comes with right relationship with 
God, right relationship with others and right relationship 
with ourselves. Jesus alone achieves this peace for us by 
His birth, and by His death and by His Resurrection.  
 Silent Night, Holy Night. The famous Christmas 
Hymn captures this well. Silence represents peace, the 
peace the Holy One gives us as He reconciles us to God and 
to one another and to our very selves. 

 

God bless you! 

Father Eric 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If you and your spouse 

are considering a Private/Catholic school for 

your children, Sacred Heart is the perfect choice.  

Sacred Heart School is a West Brighton fixture 

with a rich history of academic and athletic suc-

cess. The school currently has an enrollment of 

260 students all of whom are inspired and educat-

ed in the image of God. One hundred percent of 

our 8th grade graduates are accepted into their 

high school of choice. Many of our students are 

awarded high school scholarships, are accepted 

into advanced/specialized programs and our 

school has among the highest ELA and Math 

scores on Staten Island. We place emphasis on 

technology in the classrooms as our kindergar-

ten—eighth grade students have Chromebooks in 

the classroom. Homework assignments, upcom-

ing events and school news are posted on our 

school website. Also our basketball, soccer, 

swimming and golf teams are not only competi-

tive, they win championships!  Sacred Heart also 

has a Junior National Honor Society as well as 

drama, art and chess clubs. In addition, we offer a 

free Pre-K and financial assistance is available to 

students from K-8th grade. If you are interested 

please contact the school at (718) 442-0347, pri-

vate tours are available by appointment.   

2020 Calendars are available for our parish-

ioners in the vestibule of  the Church. 

Please take one when you leave Mass. 

 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE  
Saturday January 11: 
5:00  Mary, Kathleen & Ann McCafferty 
Sunday, January 12: 
7:00  Kevin, Maggie & Harry Postler 
9:00  R. Delamasa, H. Bond, A. Cruz 
11:00 J. Torres, M. Fernando, J. Orellana 
1:00   T. Murphy, I. O’Neal, E. Greene 

Retrouvaille Weekend: Retrouvaille is a lifeline for 

couples who are experiencing stress or feeling a strain 

in their marital status. Do you and your spouse fight 

often? Do you feel hurt or frustrated with your spouse? 

Have you both considered and talked about a divorce 

or a separation? Have you stopped communicating and 

simply shut down? If you or someone you know is ex-

periencing these problems in their marriage then they 

should consider attending a Retrouvaille weekend. The 

program consists of a weekend for couples (no group 

sessions) with six follow up sessions to help rebuild 

their marriage. The next Retrouvaille weekend is Febru-

ary 21st –23rd, 2020. If you want to register or have 

more questions please call Richard Colasuonno at (732) 

236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno at (732) 672-0748.  

Israel Trip: Father Eric is starting to plan a trip to Isra-

el that will take place August 26-September 3, 2020.  

This is a once in a lifetime trip to see and walk the land 

where Jesus ministered, died and was resurrected. 

Please call the Rectory if you are interested in attending 

or email Anne Maj at camaj815@gmail.com. There are 

pamphlets available in the Rectory Office for those who 

are interested in going. 

Theology on Tap: The next meeting of Staten Island 

Theology on Tap will be on Tuesday, January 14th, at 

The Liberty Tavern. The meeting begins at 7:30 PM 

and The Liberty Tavern is located right at 382 Forest 

Avenue. Come and join us as we chat about the Catho-

lic faith in a relaxed, social setting. 

Staten Island Young Adult Night: Our Lady Star of 

the Sea will host Staten Island Young Adult Night on 

Saturday, January 18th at 7:30 PM. Young Adults in 

their 20’s and 30’s are invited for an evening of Prayer 

and Eucharistic Adoration. Confessions will be availa-

ble and the evening will conclude with refreshments 

and fellowship. 

Goretti Group:  The next meeting of The Goretti 

Group will be on Friday, January 10th from 7:30-9:30 

PM at Holy Family Church. Ethan Mack of The World 

Youth Alliance of North America will be the guest 

speaker.  Afterwards a social gathering will be held at 

Jimmy Max Pizzeria. 



Sacred Heart Parish 

Groups  

 
Bible Study: Fr. Eric has a weekly Bible study 
group that meets on Saturdays from 1-2:30 PM in 
the school’s small cafeteria. During the hour The 
Rosary is recited, Father gives a short bible lecture 
and there is a brief group discussion. All  are wel-
come to attend.   
 
Altar Servers: We are always looking for new boys 
and girls to become altar servers. If you are in the 
fifth grade or older, are a practicing Catholic and 
have received your first Holy Communion you can 
join. If anyone is interested please contact the  
Rectory at (718) 442-0058 or simply ask Fr. Eric 
after Mass. Being a server not only increases one’s 
spiritual experience at Mass but also is a great way 
to get involved in the parish.   
 
Sacred Heart Youth Group: Sacred Heart  
currently has a Youth Group for children in grades 
6-12. If your child is interested in joining or if you 
have any questions contact Maria Montouri at  
(347) 247-2930. The group meets every first and 
third Monday of the month in the school cafeteria 
at 7 PM.  Being a member of the youth group  
involves volunteering at bake sales, food drives  
and used clothing drives. The youth group also has 
“Movie Night”, retreat weekends and plays laser 
tag. This is a fun way to earn community service 
credits for school. 
 
Legion of Mary:  The Sacred Heart chapter of 

the Legion of Mary meets weekly (if possible) on 

Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the Rectory. The meet-

ing lasts roughly one hour and the members pray 

the Rosary and offer assistance to the Pastor. If 

you are interested please call Patti Foley at 917-608

-7587.  

Sacred Heart Scouts: Pack 74 welcomes all 

grades kindergarten thru 8. Weekly meetings are 

held on Monday at 7 PM in the school cafeteria. 

Open registration. 

 

  

Online Giving: Sacred Heart Parish now offers 

online giving, which makes supporting your par-

ish quick and easy. Online giving is perfect for 

older parishioners who find it difficult to get to 

Mass, especially during the harsh winter months. 

It is also beneficial to couples who travel often or 

have a second home in another state. Finally, 

online giving is very convenient for married cou-

ples with children whose weekends can be hectic 

with sporting events, dance recitals or family obli-

gations. To find out more simply go to our parish 

website, www.sacredheartsi.org, and click on the 

online giving icon at the right hand corner of the 

page.  

Sacred Heart Saint Vincent DePaul Society: 

Once again your Saint Vincent DePaul Society is 

in need of food donations to feed the hungry of 

our parish. We are looking for jars of tomato 

sauce, cans of fruit, cans of vegetables, cans of 

soup, canned meats and fish, boxes of cereal, 

rice, pasta, oatmeal, instant mashed potatoes and 

pancake mix.  

Sacred Heart Holy Name: The Holy Name is 

one of the oldest and most respected Catholic 

organizations. All men of the parish age 18 and 

over are encouraged to join. The next meeting 

will be on Sunday, January 5th, at The Schoen-

statt House after the 9AM Mass. The House is 

located at 337 Cary Avenue. 

Staten Island Grandmothers Club: All retired 

women are invited to join the Staten Island 

Grandmothers Club. The club meets the first 

Wednesday of every month for a luncheon at 

11:45 at Li Greci’s Staaten. The group helps raise 

money for children (primarily on Staten Island) 

who are suffering with cancer or other medical 

afflictions. If anyone is interested please contact 

Alana Chanod at 347-423-1190. 



For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Formerly known as:F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D
Funeral Directors

Robert M. Cherubini ~ Amanda C. Vaphides ~ Kenneth A. Decker ~ John J. Keenan, Jr.

Treasurer Thomas F. McInerney

1289 Forest Avenue • Staten Island, NY 10302 • Phone 718.442.9047 • Fax 718.795.1991

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

800-566-6150  •  www.wlpmusic.com

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Designed to be

through 2030Your Personal

Prayer Companion

697 Forest Avenue • Staten Island, NY 10310
(718) 448-6000 • Fax (718) 876-9733 • www.thestaaten.com

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

865000 Sacred Heart Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                        For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95 a month

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking

* Fall Detection

844-934-CARE
An Affiliate of

The Mount Sinai Health Network

A Dignified Catholic Setting
• Grave Sales

Pre-need & Immediate need
• Cremation Niches

Holds 2 Cremation Urns

St. Peter’s Cemetery

Call 718-442-2363 M-F, 8-12 & 1-3pm

The World Needs Heroes
NYPriest.com

Have you ever thought of becoming a Priest?
Call

Fr. Luke Sweeney (English)
Fr. Luis Saldaña (Spanish)

914-968-1340
nypriest@archny.com

J.S. Paluch Company
Bulletin Advertising Sales Division

• Aggressive Advertising Sales Representative Needed

• Excellent Benefit & Commission Plan

• Earning Potential 60K+ Per Year - Full Time Only

• Must Have Strong Prospecting and Closing Skills

Please Contact Our Recruiter at: 800-621-5197, Ext. 2823
www.jspaluch.com                   EOE

Free Delivery                                           718-720-3010
1218 Forest Avenue, Staten Island

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

The Way of the Cross
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BOOK

FOR PRAYER ($1.95)
CD ($17) CONTAINS MUSIC

REFLECTIONS FOR EACH STATION.

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

World Library Publications
The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

MICHAEL J. GAFFNEY, Esq.
Master Vehicle & Fall Down Injuries
Construction Accidents • Real Estate

Wills & Estates • NY and NJ cases.
1164 Victory Blvd.

www.thegaffneylawfirm.com
718.815.6400

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM



• Specialists in Irrevocable Medicaid and Revocable Pre-Arrangements
• Serving All Faiths in All Communities

•  Traditional Services Burial and Cremation With Rental Casket Options

"Closest, most affordable, family-owned funeral home to Sacred Heart Church"
S. Joann Scamardella - Funeral Director/Owner 

332 Broadway, Staten Island, NY 10310

24 Hour Service (718) 981-6622
www.ScamardellaFuneralHome.com

The ORIGINAL and ONLY

Family Owned and Operated Since 1927

Dr. Craig J. Campbell*
PODIATRIST — FOOT SPECIALIST

Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted

MEDICARE • GHI • OXFORD

BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD

“House Calls Upon Request”

Sacred Heart School Grad. — Class of ’77

981-5098 • 827 Forest Ave.
BYOP Grooming & Pet Supplies

Online Ordering • Free Delivery
Full Service Dog & Cat Grooming

Hamster, Guinea Pig, Rabbit Supplies
477 No. Burgher St.                                 718-556-BYOP

Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Harmon Funeral Home
571 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10310 • 718-442-5056

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

K. Terrance McGinley, PRESIDENT

Terrance P. McGinley  •  Ryan G. McGinley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International, 1929 Allen Pkwy., Houston, TX 77019 713-522-5141
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718-967-2328
Licensed & Insured

www.DalyFenceNY.com

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Eger Health Care and Rehabilitation Center

High Quality Post Hospital and Long Term Care

Enriched Environment Inside and Outside

YOU HAVE A CHOICE...INSIST UPON EGER
Mission Driven Not-For-Profit Health Care

718-989-3057

Tours Welcome

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship

of the Sea-USA

SAM T. GREGORIO’S FLORIST
WEDDING SPECIALIST — FULL SERVICE FLORIST

814 FOREST AVENUE   718-447-7673
OPEN 7 DAYS

www.samgregoriosflorist.com
WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂


